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FLUX and the Hammer Museum present Forget The Film, Watch The Titles!  in Los Angeles

-
Wednesday, May 20, 2009 7-11pm 

Flux and the Hammer Museum present a quarterly screening series featuring innovative short films, music videos, features, filmmaker retrospectives and the most visual work from around the globe. Now in its second year, Flux Screening Series presents a special evening dedicated to the art of film title design. For this unique event, Flux in collaboration with SubmarineChannel’s Forget The Film, Watch The Titles! (www.watchthetitles.com) brings together for the first time 5 talented artists whose work has pushed the envelope of title sequence design. Together they represent the best of contemporary title designers working today. They are: Jamie Caliri of Duck, Danny Yount of Prologue, Karin Fong of Imaginary Forces, Garson Yu of yU+co, and Kyle Cooper of Prologue.

Title sequences can be engaging or wildly entertaining, funny, exhilarating, or simply drop dead beautiful. They can be oozing with visual poetry and sophisticated imagery while others hit you hard with their bold and audacious stylistic gestures. And let's face it, everybody loves a good title sequence. The very best title sequences not only succeed in putting the audience in the right mood for the movie, they transcend their proper function and venture off into the realm of something far deeper and far greater. They are the signifiers of contemporary pop culture and an art form in their own right. Just look at the impact of, for example, Kyle Cooper's title sequence for Se7en that has left an indelible mark, not just on film and motion design, but on contemporary visual culture as a whole. And you know what they say about first impressions...

Jamie Caliri
After studying Animation and Filmmaking at Cal Arts, Jamie Caliri directed several animated commercials and logo treatments in the 1990's. In the late 1990's Caliri left animation behind, for some time at least, to direct live action music videos. He received a Grammy Award nomination in the category of best live action music video for Morphine's Early to Bed. Caliri only directed a few main title projects so far, but his work stands out because of his unique style and vision. He directed the stunning end credits for the dark Hollywood fairytale Lemony Snicket's - A Series of Unfortunate Events, which lasts over five minutes and is one of the most impressive credit sequences of 2004, built around a truly original piece of animation. Caliri recently picked up a second Annie Award for his hand crafted United Airlines spots.

"I love stop motion animation. I think of it as a life style choice because you get to tinker and play with fun stuff."


Kyle Cooper
Main title designer Kyle Cooper has been credited as the man who single-handedly revitalized the main title sequence as an art form. His groundbreaking title sequence for Se7en (1995) changed the way we look and think about title design today and is arguably the most immitated main title ever made. The Se7en title sequence was hailed by New York Times Magazine as “One of the most important design innovations of the 1990s”. Cooper founded two internationally recognized film design companies, Imaginary Forces and Prologue Films, both of which are based and both are influential in their field. His body of work includes over 100 film title sequences. Among the most memorable ones are Dawn of the Dead, Spider-man (all 3), Superman Returns, and many more. 

“I’ve always been interested in film and editing—more specifically, the juxtaposition of images in film or on a single page.”


Karin Fong

As one of the founding members of Imaginary Forces, Karin directs and designs for film, commercials, television, and environments. Whether directing the Marines or stop-motion claymation figures, her work carries a memorable stamp.  Among the numerous title sequences Fong has designed are Definitely Maybe, Charlotte’s Web, The Mummy III: Tomb of the Dragon Emperor, and The Cat in the Hat. Karin won an Emmy for the titles of Masterpiece Theatre’s American Collection and earned another nomination for Chuck. Recent work includes her version of the fabulous Pink Panther character for the animated opening sequence of The Pink Panther 2. Her latest sequence begins Terminator Salvation, which opens May 21. 

“A main title is an appetizer, the end titles, dessert.”"

Danny Yount
As a self-taught designer, Danny Yount learned everything he knows the hard way. It was the work of Kyle Cooper that lead him in the direction of main title design. Yount is now one of today's top main title designers for film and television working with Cooper at one of the most prestigious main title firms in the industry: Prologue. Before Prologue, Yount served as a creative director at Digital Kitchen where he designed the Emmy award-winning main title for Six Feet Under. His main title for The Grid was nominated for an Emmy. His 1960's-style animated main title sequence for Kiss Kiss Bang Bang calls into mind the best work of main title design legend Saul Bass and was nominated for an D&AD award. His most recent work include the brilliant main title sequences for Iron Man and RocknRolla. 

“Seeing the film with a large audience is a rush, especially when you notice a positive response from the audience.” 

Garson Yu

Garson Yu started his career in NYC as a freelance designer at R/GA. In 1993, Garson moved to LA and joined Imaginary Forces as co-creative director. He founded yU+co in 1998, a design company specializing in motion graphics for film and TV and over the last decade , the company has built an impressive portfolio that includes numerous memorable main titles for both film and TV. Garson has collaborated with such filmmakers as Steven Spielberg, Ang Lee, John Woo, and Ridley and Tony Scott. In 2006, the company broke new ground with the animated main on end title sequence for 300. Earlier this year, yu+co worked with director Zack Snyder to create the title design for the slow-paced 6-minute long opening sequence for Watchmen. 

 

“There’s more creative freedom in doing main-on-end titles, because they need to be more entertaining.”

 
Wednesday, May 20th
7PM: Box Office opens and Pre-screening Reception. Hammer Cafe and Bar will be open.
8PM: Screening and Filmmaker Presentations
9:30PM-11PM: After-party with guest DJ JUN (umoja hi-fi/projectbutterfly.org). Hammer Cafe and Bar will be open.


Press RSVP: angelique@charmschoolcie.com
Public RSVP: www.flux.net/rsvp 

For more information about Forget The Film, Watch The Titles!, please visit www.watchthetitles.com. 

Admission is free, RSVP is suggested. Seating is first come, first served. RSVP does not guarantee seating. Box office opens at 7PM. The new HAMMER CAFE will be selling food and drinks all night.
Visit flux.net for more information.

Hammer Museum
Billy Wilder Theater
10899 Wilshire Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90024
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